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Wasmxarow, Decemser 17, 1853,

Gaexriexex: In your paper of the 15th instant you
publish & notice from Col. Besron of the remarks made
by me in the Senate on the 12th of this month, on the
reference of my bill in aid of the comstruction of rail-
rosds in California, leading from the shores of the Pacific
secroes the mountains in the direction of the States upon
the Atlantie.

This sssault upon the character of the papers read by
me to the Senate is s perfect surprise. What those
writers said of Walker's Pass had been measurably an-
ticipated, snd substantially said by Mr. Beaux and Mr.
Hear, who, under Col. BENTox's auspices, went over his
favorite route, and whose observations were published
from time to time by Col. Bexrox himself, in your paper.
Mr. Heap and Mr. Beale were and are devoted friends of
Col. Bexrox—the latter, amid the fearful disasters at the
Colorado, boldly declarieg to him that,” rather than
ssbring mortification to you, I would die twice,” The fol-
lowing is their account, as published by Col. Bextos in
the National Intelligencer of October 12, 1853, only two
months ago:

It was o source of the greatest regret and disappoint-
ment to Beale and myself that after bhaving followed the
route you traced out for us from Westport to the Mokave,
we irere compelled to abandon our intention of entering
Californiu through Walker's Pass.  On reachiog the Mo-
havé our animuls were completely broken down, and
macy of the men on foot. Our main reliance for subsist-
ence was the game our men were able to kill, which con-
sisted of an oceasional sage rubbit. Ouronly remainiog
provigion was pinole, which was reduced to o few spoons-
full & day; yet, had our mules been able to travel, we
would have followed out your plan to,the end; but their
condition rendered thisimpossible. |

“ We shall leave here in a few days [ond visit the Nan<
walley, entering it through the (Tayhode) Pass,
which ulso nffords a convenient pass the valley from
the east. We entered the valley of Los Angeles through
the Cahon, or Cajon, or (ascon (Cshone) Pass, at the head
of the Santa Anna,

“There are two equally good passes through the moun-
tains into the great Twlare valley,'viz. Walker's Puass,
* mear the hesd-waters of Aern River, which affords an en-
trance into the valley somewhat to the northward of its
upper or southern extremity, and the Trsox (Tayhone)
Pass, which lies at the point of junction of the Sierra Ne-
veda aud Coast Range. This ix the Puss through widch the
vailey is waually entered, either from the Great Salt Lake
Diesert or from the valley of Los Angeles. 1t has frequent-
1y been called Walker's Pass, and most peaple make this
mistake. 4Lake Ruenavista, or Kern Lake, is about fifteen
miles to the northward of this pass, sud it is emphatical-
1y at the head of the Tulare vulley.

“ Walker's Pass is little known here. Lerour enidently
meant the Tejon (Tayhone) Pass when he spoke of Walker's.”

This extract proves the anxiety of these men to **fol-
low the route traced out for” them by Cel. Bexrox, but
“were compelled to abandon” it. * We would have fol-
“lowed out your plan to the end, but their (the mules)
* condition rendered this impossible.” Hence they took
a better route. Mr. Heap says further:

“ The Desert retained its level and monotonous charac-
ter until we arrived at the Mohave river, at 7 P. M., our
animals almost perishing from hunger and thirst.”

« All our troubles as reparded a searcity of water and
grass were now at anend; aud from this peint our journey
was over a level country, offering no impediment whalever (o
-a@ good road as far as the settlements in California.”

Mr. Heap further says of Mr. Beale and himself that
it was their intention to have selected—

“Two or three of the men to accompany us across the
desert lying between the Mohave and Walker's Pass, in
the Sierra Nevada; but we found that of all our animals
there was not five that could .travel over twenty miles in
aday; and, as the intervening country was entirely desti-
dute of water and grass, We were compelled reluctantly to
relinguish this object.”

Let us understand this matter in its geographical de-
tail. The Sierra Nevads extends nearly from north to
Bouth until it reaches Walker’s Pass ; at this point it turns
and pursues a westerly course until it forms s junction
with the Coast Range. It does mot *‘ run out' at Walker's
Pazs; for the lowest points, for near sixty miles, are Wal-
ker's und the Tejon Pass, and these are about 4,500 feet
high. The lowest point yet found is near the spot where
The Sierra Nevade and the Coast Range form a junetion;
and even that is 3,100 feet high; it is six or eight miles
from the Tejon. To enable Eastern gentlemen to appre-
ciate the mugnitude of the scale upon which our Califor-

nia mountains are constructed, they will please recol-
lect the fact that the height of the Alleghanies, where
crossed by the Cumberland road, is 2,843 feet above the
level of the seu.

A few words more in this connexion. Opposite Wal-
ker's Pass of the Sierra Nevada, and pearly west of it,
there are two passes through the Coast Range of moun-
tains—onme called Walker's Pass and the other San Fran-
cisco Pass. Geing from the city of San Francisco to
South California, by the San Joaquin and Tulare valleys,
the traveller goes through the Tejon Pass on to the plain
east of the Sierrn Nevada, and, after traveliing south,
crosses the Coast Range to Los Angeles.

If the traveller from San Francisco would go to Cul.
Brxros's Coochatope Puss, or to Albuquerque, or even to
the Southern route by the Gila, he would go through the
Tejon Pass. Mr, Hear tells Col. Bestox:

4 Thix (the Tejon) in the Pass through which the valley is
uswally entered, either from the Great Salt Lake Desert or
Jrom the valiey of Lor Angeles.”” “ Lerouz ewidently meant
the Tejon Pass when he spoke of Walker's."

This evidence is as pointed as that submitted by me in
the Senate, and is only less weighty because Mesars.
Hear, Deare, and Lerovx neither measured heights
nor distances. They eould only conjecture either.

Why | am ssssiled for submitting evidence merely con-
firmatory of what Colonel Bextox has himself published
I cannot undertake to say ; especially after the Becretary
of War Las expressly and officially informed Congress
that the question of practicability is settled. Bpeaking
of “ Walker's Pass,” Secretary Davis in his annual re-
port says:

*‘ Recent informstion from Lieutensnt Williamson es-

lau’)!ul-'m the fact that thee P'ass is impracticable for a rail-
way."”

This fact, nscertained after an actual and elaborate
survey, snd not after a mere horseback reconnoissance,
settles the matter beyond the power of Colonel Brxrox to
disturb it; unless, indeed, he ean show that the in-
struments were bad or were unskilfully or fulsely used.
That this is Lis object, and that he finds it more conve-
nient to attack the earlier and incomplete nccounts sub-
mitted by me than the positive snd secertained results
officially announeed by the scientific Secretary of War, is
not unlikely, for he begine thus :

# This is the account given of that Pass (Walker's) by
two Government officers, und read in the Senate of the
United States to influence—in fact to govern—a great
national measure. Now, | wish to oppose to these judg.
ments pronounced upon that Pass the description given
of it by Mr. Fremont above nine years sgo, when there
was no question about rival railrond routes.”

After giving a long deseription of the Pass by Mr, Fre.
noxt, (who merely rode over the mountains without ae-

curately measuring the distance or ascertaining whether | the statements of the enterprising Mr. Aveney, nImut!
the grade was one foot or five hundred feet to the mile,) | two bundred and fifty miles enst, and must, therefore i
The distance be- |
tween the mouth of the Huerfano and the point on the‘l

Colonel Bexrox goes on to say—

““This is the description which Mr. Fremont gave of
this Pass; and, although be was not educated at West
Point, yet he knows *a hawk from o bandsaw, " &,

He repeats the  hawk' simile, and three times re-
minds the reader of a fuct well known to the public that
Mr. Fremont bns not bad the advantages afforded to the
topographical cogineers by the methodical and scientifie
training of West Point, and then contrasta their opinions.

Tcertainly shall not enter upon the defence of a corps
now one of ﬂn:e most distinguished among those of the
nations of the whole earth for scientific attainment, for
their martial exploits, aud for their high tone ns mem-
bers of society. But I do vindicate Lieut. WinLiamMsox
from Col. Bex1o¥'s slurs, when they are cast upon him
from my having quoted him,

1 say, then, at Col. BrNTox's expense, that when he
says that the Walker's Pass of the Sierrn Nevada *is
called by Lieut. Williamson ‘the Walker's Puss of the

Coast Range, "' he says that for which he has no authority.
He has allowed himself to become so unjust as to fabri-
cate the sssertio 5 out of nothing; snd, in behalf of sn
able officer absent on public duty, thousands of miles dis
tant, I cannot but say that I believe an umequivocal,
prompt, snd unqualified retraction of the false presenta-
tion is demanded by every principle of justice and gen-
erosity.

Mr. Fuesoxt has such knowledge of that Pass ns a
hasty ride over it nine years ago could give; Lieut. Wiv-
riasison the knowledge afforded by a thorough and mi-
nute instrumental survey. The real knowledge of that
Pass possessed by those gentlemen cannot be stated by way
of comparison, but only by contrast; for the former really
can know very little about it. Even Lemovx, upon whom
Col. Bestox would hawk us all rely, supposed (so Mr.
Hear says) that Walker's Pass was at the Tejon Pass!
Col. Bexros thinks poorly of Lieut, WiLLiaMsox's judg-
ment in relation to the position of Walker's Pass. When
the ezact position of the mountains shall have been de-
fined and mapped ; when the best routes shall have been
ascertained by the surveys of engineers, instead of by
the conjectures of traders and travellers passing along
them, then I will give my opinion as to the relative value
of the positions of the Passes through the mountains.

Col. Bexrox =peaks of a diagram of a city at 8t. Diego
“‘luid off four miles square, to supersede San Francisco,
by help of Federal legislation and public plunder, and to
make fortunes for all its lot-holders.”

For one, I have neither lots or interests at 8t. Diego,
nor do I believe the engineers have. DBut one thing is
certain: the supposed feasibility of the Walker's I'ass
route for o railroad has exploded, and hereafter it will
exist only in history ; and of this fact *‘the mountain
¢ and the pass itself, durable as time, unchangeable us
¢ Nature, will be a witness subject to no mistake and no
¢+ change."”

The people of California desire and hope for, and be-
lieve that the people of the other States slso desire, the

Fouu-uction of a railroad from San Francisco, the centre

f our trade, commerce, and population, along the shortest
and best route where it can be used the whole year, to &
central and convenient point on the valley of the Missis-
sippi river. ;
Col. Bexrox has endeavored to injure the engineers in
charge of the surveys by naming a matter of little impor-
tance, whether ¢ Walker,” the Utah Indian chief, is &
“ horse-thiof "' Col. Bextox says he is not a horse-thief,
nor of California, and upon this expends near half o
column. The ohject is to show ignorance and inexact-
ness on the part of the engineers of the United States.
Although the matter is of little consequence, I yet take it
upon me to say that the enmgineers, in my opinion, are
right, and their assailant wrong. Let us see.
we will examine Mr. FrEmoxt, who says:

“We met o band of Utsh Indians, headed by a well-
known chief, who had obtained the American or English
uname of Walker, by which he is well known. They were

usual tribute upon the great California caruvan. Dhey

were robbers of & higher order than those of the desert.”
I next take two extracts from an article furnished by

Col. Bexrox to your paper of the 12th of October last:

**Oun the third day after Mr. Heap's departure ahout
twenty Utahs came into camp. They were somewhat
impudent at first, but Mr. Beale put on a bold face, and,
koowing that he was wholly in their power, upon their
invitation accompanied them to their lodges. These In-
dians were all well armed aud well mounted, and the val-
ley in which they lived was found to be full of horses,
undoubtedly stolen from California and New Mexico.
Having gained the friendship of the Indians, Mr. Beale
lived with them upon the most amicable terms, hunting
with them and sharing whatever game was obtained un-
til the return of Mr. Heap from Taos.

** Walker is o remarkable Indian. He is not a chief by
hereditary right, but has risen to his present position as
supreme chief of the Utahs solely by his own energies.
He makes nonual incursions into this country; and it is
estimated that within the last four years he has driven
off not less than two thousand horses.”

Without going beyond the publications made by Col.
Bextox himself, written the last few weeks, I think or-
dinary readers will find reasons for believing Walker not
only & ** horse-thief,” but a ** California horse-thief.”

Haviog defended mysell and those assailed on my ne-
count, I propose, in vindication of my former course and
present position, to examine somewhat in detail the route
advoeated by Col. Bextox.

He has filled the papers during many months with let-
ters and speeches in favor of his route, which in a letter
to the people of Missouri he described as—

* Btraight and smooth—not a mountain to be climbed,
a river or swamp to be crossed, a hill to be tunnelled.
Wood, water, and soil for comfinuous settlement: coal
known to be on many points of the line: the whale trd-
versable in winter, snd all south of 86°, 38°, and 37°.”

That route suits me; and, when found, and * a note
made of it,"” shall receive an wnreserved support. Itiss
wonderful route, and exceeds the highest hopes of the
most ardent of my constituente—straight, smooth, without
rivers or swampe, and yet abundance of water, wocd,
coal, and soil for continuous settlementall theway ! What
would not Beale have given to have been on Benton's
route when strangling with the waters of the Grand Ri-
ver, or when almost dying with thirst on the endless de-
serts he traversed !

Dut to be serious.
which little was hitherto known ; and he has made that
80 prominent and the others so offensive that the danger
i# that the public may come to think if his particular one
is not feasible, no other can be. Those north of his route
are impracticable because of the cold and the snow ; those
south because they are too kot. It eo happens that there
are three parailel roads running across Missouri from east

to the Pacific from the western end of the middle road,
denounces the southern as the * Nullifiers’ route,” and
views the northern one as hyperborean! He would nar-
row our search for the best route to the State be in part
represents, and compel us to start from his home in St.
Louis, and then go by the way of s spedlfied border
town !

That the public may know how exceedingly unlikely
kis voute is to be adopted, and that therefore they sught
to encourage the careful explorations of others, I will
now ttate what I believe to be the insurmountable ob-
staclea to the building of & railroad on the route he ad-
yocates,

Col. Bextox proposes to start from the mouth of the
Kansas, on the western line of Missouri, in north Intitade
about 80° 10/, and go some four hundred miles west up
the Kansas, and there cross into the valley of the Arkansas,
near Bent's Fort ; thence up said river to the Huerfano,
tains to the Del Norte, in about north latitude 879; from
this point nearly due north, about one hundred und twenty
miles, to Coochatope, in north latitude about 20° ; thence
westerly ncross numerous rivers to the Wah-sateh Monn-
taing : cross these, and go southwest to the Veges de
Santa Clars ; from thence in such direction ns to strike
thie eastern line of the State of California, “ opposite the
end of the Sierra Nevads, at Walker's Pass.”

Walker's Pass is in morth latitnde 35° 177, and is put
down by Col. Bexrox as in west longitade 118° 307, Capt.
Grsxison found the mouth of the Huerfano in west lon-
gitude 1037 307, The Colorado river is, judging from

tbe in west longitade about 114° 207,

Colorado, opposite Walker's Pass, is 10° 507 of longitade.
Calling n degree sizty miles, (Col. Denton estimates
fifty-siz,) the distance is six hundred aud fifty miles,
| Messra, Uears and Hear travelled from the mouth of the
"I.;ll‘-'lll’lﬂ to the valley of the Mohave west of the Colo-
railo,
Pass, is about e far ns from the Vegas to the Mohave,
The distance, sccording to their estimate, while favoring
the Coochatope route, | make out 1,115 miles.

Can any thing prove more conclusively the infelicity
of Col. Bexntox's selection of rontes thun the unaderned
fact that a road of 650 miles in length is proteacted, by
its numberless sinuosities, to n distance of 1,115 miles ?
That it falls off 120 miles to the south, from the Kansas
in Nebrazks, to the Rio Grande in New Mexico, and
thenoe runs back north 120 miles up to latitude 59°, and
into Utah Territory; and thea back into New Mezic

And first |

journeying slowly towsrds the Spanish trail to levy their

From the Vegas to the Colorado, opposite Walker's

Col. Bexrox insists on a route of |

to west. ('ol. Buxrox, being in favor of starting the road |

and along the lattgr and through the Sierra Blanea moun- |

quite down to latitude 85° 17/, fully acoounts for this
wonderful distance, sud also for the name this route ie
known by in Missouri.

In 1846 Col. Bexrox desired

to favor o differ-

ent route. He said in his speech in the Senate that
year that:

+ Lewis and Clark were seut out to discover & ocom-
mercinl route to the Pacific ocean, and so judiciously was
their enterprise conducted that return route must
become, and forever remain, the rowte of commerce; the
route further south, thro the Bouth Pase¢, near lati-
tude 42, will be the tra road, but commerce will
take the water line of their returs, crossing the Rocky
Mountaing in latitude 47, the Nosth Pass.”

e further adds: * The N Pass is as easy s the
South—practicable by any vehicle in a state of nature,
and no obstacle to the hlrdla’l march of the traveller.
Lewis and Clark made thirty-two miles the day they came
through it, and without being sensible of any essential
rise at the point of separation between the Atluntic und
Pacific waters. To the right and left the mountains rose
bigh, but the pass itself is o jion in the mountsin,
sinking to the level of the co at their base. From
this pass to the Great Falls of Missouri, and nearly
east from it, is sixty miles—in all, one hundred and fifty
miles from the forks of Clark’s river to the Great Falls of
#ie Missouri, which, added to miles from Clark’s
river to the Upper Falls of the Columbia, gives two hun-
dred and ten miles of l#nd carrisge between the large
navigable waters of the Columbia and Missouri.

“This is ghe sum of my best information on the sub-
ject, the result of thirty years' inquiries, and believed to
be gorrect; but an accurate topographical survey of the
country between the two rivers, o profile, ns well as
a superfices map, with barometrical, geological, botauical,
astronomical, and meteorological tables and observations,
wonld solve every question, sud be n large contribution
to the science of the age and to the future transaction of
business. 1f snow Quring some months should be found
to impede the steam Ehir in this elevated region, (guessed
to be seven thousaund feet above the level of the ses, ) that
same snow becomes the bagis for the next best lund con-
veyance after the steam car—the sleigh. So that this
little intervention of dry ground between Canton and New
York will prove to be no nhat:dlq either in summer or
winter.

« Arrived at the Great Falls of the Missouri, the East
Indis merchant may loock back snd say, my voysge is
finished ! !

“ This,"” says Col. Besxrox, *is the North American
road to India, all ready now for use, except,” &ec.

But in 1849 he began to doubt the feasibility not only
of the North Pass, titrough which * the result of thirty
years' inquiries’” had convineced him * the route of eom-
merce” would lead and * for ever remain,” but the South
Pass, and the Pass one degree soulh of that, also!

In his speech in the Senate on his Pacific Railroad bill—
February 7, 1840—he elaborately :xamines the works of
Fremoxt, and makes numerous aad copious extracts to
thow the nature, value, position, sud height of the Rocky
Mountain Passes, and, among other absurd things, says:

*Mr. Fremont (in this third expedition) went on a
straight line from the frontier of Missouri, near Indepon-
dence, to the Bay of San brancisco, and found a practicable

way and an inhabitable country.”

I do not believe that either of the three principal pro-
positions in the foregoing short sentence can be main-
tained by either Col. Besron or by Mr. FrEMoNT, not-
withstanding the positivences of the assertion. And Col.
Bextos evidently shares my unblief; for in a subse-
quent part of his speech he thus almits the impractica-
bility of building a railroad on his route :

* 1 begin with railway, as fur aspracticable and-advan-
tugeous, leaving it to practical men to say where it is not.
The difficulty which presents itself to my mind is the deep
snow which continues for so many months in the year and lies
su deep among the Rocky Mountains, Itis for practical men
to say whether the raslroad can go there, or whether it will be
necessary to find some other conveyanee—the sleigh, for ex-
ample—for that region, in the time of the snows.”

This was the Tth of February,  On the 2d of the pre-
ceding month Mr. Frexost's ** Geographical Memoir”
had been ordered to be printed by the Senate. On the
10th page of that work he says:

“ All the large tributaries, the Aux-um-ne, To-wal-um-
ne, Stanislaus, and Mo-kel-um-ne, required to be boated,
and were pouring down a deep volune of water from the
mountains one to two hundred yards wide. The high
waters came from the melting snows, which, during the
past winter, had ascumulated to a great depth in the moun-
taina, and at the end of June lay in the approaches to the
Bear River Pass on a breadth of ten or fifteen miles, and this
below the level of 7,200 feet. In rainy seasons, when the
rains begin with November, and the snows lie on the
mountasins till July, this river is navigable for eight
months in the year—the length of time depending on the

season.” ¢

With this nscertained fact before him, Col. Brxvox did
well to qualify his assertions by talking about the ** diffi-
culty” presented to his mind, and by proposing to leave
| it to ** practical men to say whether the railroad can go
¢ there, or whether it will be found necessary to find some
¢ other conveyance—the sleigh, for example—{or that re-
¢ gion, in the time of the spows.”

Where did he want it to go, and to what gegion do
his déubts apply ! Of course to the route he is discuss-
ing, viz. the ** strait line"” from Independence to the Bay
of San Francisco. This line would take him over the
Rocky Mountaing at a point about 10,000 feet bigh, and
of course where, according to FrEmoxT, no railroad could
be used in the winter.

Let us look at Col. Bexrtox's route, and indulge the
supposition that the snow will melt @ early in the season
in the gorges of the ltoeky Mountains as they will at a
similar beight in the SBierra Nevada. A

The South Pass, according to Fremoxt, is 7,400 feet
high ; according to the Dear river 'ass sscertaninment of
FurexosT, snow ought to linger in the South Pass until June.
But many intelligent men, of solid judgment, firmly
believe that a far lower pass will yet be found through
the Sierra Nevada; also a better one than the South
Pass, and a little south of it, in the Rocky Mountains,
Whether they will be dissppointed or not I canuot say ;
but my faith in their success is so strong that 1 shall
zenlously labor to obtain an appropriation for a thorough
survey in that direction, and every Northern and Western
mun ought to desige such an exploration. Col. Dextox's
route is not merely impracticable, but ridiculous! Its
absurdity is so noticeable that a school boy oid enough to
read mape, and that has learned that the head of & spring-
branch is higher than its distant mouth, can grasp and
appreciate it. 1 will state it: At one place upon the
Mountains the waters flow west into the Colorado; at a
poiut not far distant the waters flow egst into the Arkan-
#us; on another side, and ciose by, the water of the
springs runs south into the Rio Del Norte; and a short
distance from thence the creeks run morth into the Great
Platte, [Here, then, within a small ares, four great ri-
vers take their rise and flow off in epposite directions.

current, and, passing over precipices and threugh cafl
find their way to the Atluntic and Pacific oceans. A m
look at the map must show any scholar that at the spot
where these great rivers take their rise will be found the
highest part of the mountains. It must be so ; for water
rung from high ground to low; and, as the water runs
each way from that spot, that place must be the highest
in that vizinity,

In that exact spot is Coochatope, the pass about which
Col. Bexrox hus written and spoken so much! An ex-
smination of the maps will show that the passes in that
neighborhood are the highest in the whole Rocky Moun-
tain range, from Mexico to the Dritish possessions. The
North Pass Col. Bextos, as we have seen, estimates at
000 feet; El Paso is some 2,000 fest, and Coocha-
tope, lying between them, is the highest in the whole
range !

But let me submit proof, and then we shall see whether
| Col. Bextox's abandonment of the South Pass and the

North Pass for a new and unknown route was discreet.
| The SBouth Pass is 7,450 feet high; the Pass this side
of the Rio Grande, through the Sierra Blanos, so elabo-
rately praised ns not having a * distinguishable rise’” in
it from river to river, is best deseribed in the following
sententious language of one of those engineers now
‘“sleeping in his own blood"—engineers oruelly murder-
ed and mutilated by those accursed Indians so undeser-
vedly eulogized by Col. Benton:

* August 11th.—Within & mile of the summit of the
Bangre de Christo; elevation 8,400 feey,”

** Auguat 15th.—We have at lnst renched the highest
point on this part of the route, Tya rough saleulation I
make the elevation 5 800 feet above the level of the ses.”

From the very springs these waters flow with a npidrd
e
C

To get into the valley of the Rio Grande del Norte of
New Mexico, we thus see that Col. Benton has to go over !

& mountain 1,310 feet higher than the South Pass which
he has abandoned ! The edditienal elevation is, probably,
as high as the aggregate elovation of the New York and
Erie Railrond!

Bat let us go a step further into these vast and immense
mountains, and lock st the Coochatope Pass, of which
Col. Benton has said so much, and which he has labored
80 zeslously to have us prefer over all others, north snd
south of it, before we Anew any thing about it. The same
engineer says:

“ About one o'clock on the 1st of September, 1858, we
stood upon the ridge dividing the waters of the Atlantic

Pacific oceans. A storm of rain and hail poured
upon us, and a8 barometrical observations had to be taken
we built a fire. From these observations I make our
height eleven thousand and eighty-two feet above the sea.”

Eleven thousand and eighty-two feet high! Ascend
into the air two miles high, then build from that height
the Washington monument five huadred feet, and still the
summit of Coochatope would be twenty-two feet higher
than the top of the wonument! Throw the Allegbany
mountains on the top of the South Pess,and then run &
railroad over it; the height of the road wounld be 10,353
feet, which is 740 feet lower than Coochatope.

Coochatope is higher than any puss in North Ame-
riea through which mules have been driven. Fremont
measured the Middle Park and found it 10,430 feet bigh ;
he conjectured the South Park was 11,200 feet, or 118 feet
higher than Coochatope. But I reject all idle guesscs
in such matters. Col. Denton guessed Coochatope was
7,000 feet. Fremont said, from merely riding through it
some years ngo, that the Sangre de Christo Pass had
searcely a distinguishable rise in it, yet this last summer
when some travellers passed through it they had to let
their wagouns down by means of ropes, and the engineers
found the ascent to be by the hundreds of feet to the mile!
If & man of the experience of FREMONT caunot guess
better than that, conjectures had better give place to as-
certsined facts. Roubidoux’s Pass, from which so much
was expected, proves to have a grade of three hundred
feet to the mile. The truth is, little is as yet known of
that huge mass of mountains, and ranges of mouuntains,
placed by an Almighty hand upon the elevated plaius
lying between the Mississippi river and the Pacifie ocenn.
And no man shall be tolerated by me who attempts to in-
fluence my judgment with surmizes, how honest soever
they may be. Nor can I look with partiality upon routes
whose advoestes dread the approach of the compass and
chain, and sabstitute the buffalo for the barometer, and
the traveller and ‘the trapper for the engineer and his
harmlees ingtruments.

1am for the best route as ascertained in the best man.
ner. Let guides, and travellers, and all men having local
knowledge, indicate known and supposed routes; but let
science ascertain their length, direction, grades to the
mile, altitudes above the sea, climate, waters, soils, pro-
ductions, &e. in s0 exnct, precise, and ample o manner
as to command our implicit confidence. My constituents
want a rond with good grades and curves, that can be
travelled without hindrance every day throughout the
year: they want a road from San Francisco to New York,
and they desire it so located as to enable them easily and
cheaply to visit New Orleans on the one hand and Chicago
on the other.

In these views I fully sympathize with them, and in
the performance of my duty to those I represest I intro-
duced the bill and accompanied it with the remarks and
papers which have occasioned the assault of Col. Bextox
upon me. The bill asks for a grant of land lurger than
has ever been made to n State for railroad purposes by
the General Government. My motion was to refer it to
the Committee on the Public Lands, upon whose decision
its fuilure or success in the Senate depends. I produced
Mr. StoxEmax’s letter, published months ago in a Ban
Francisco mewspaper, to inform the committee and the
Senate of the vast extent of unproductive country in the
great San Joaquin and Tulare Valleys, and the difficul-
ties which would attend the constructicn of a railroad in
that region. I produced Mr. Avsrer's notes, published in
a New Mexico paper, to bring to the notice of the com-
mittee and the Senate the difficulties to be encountered
in the construction of a railroad through the arid plains
of the Great Colorndo Valley, extending from the Sierra
Nevada to the Colorado river; and, as a subject of gene-
ral interest to the country, I published the whole of Mr.
Ausney’s notes of his journey from the Tejon Pass to the
Rio del Norte. 1 produced Mr. WiLriamsox's letter to
show the difficulties we had to encounter in the Bierra
Nevada range of mountains.

My object was to deal fairly with the Senate and the
country ; to show that great difficulties had to be ever-
come in the construction of the great Pacific Railroad in

A PUBLIC RECEPTION AT NEW YORK.

FROM THE N, ¥,

CoMM _;.—Anmﬂlll OF TUBSDAY.
A public dinner ':o;m the Broadway The-
o T
exiles, Mr. Jo on
Van Dieman’s Land, The number of

sent was estimated at above twelve
ing ladies and other spectators who occupied seats
in the boxes. Among the spectators were Mr.

Mitchell's family, to whom the honors bestowed
upon him must hgve been peculiarly gratifying.

The United States Distriot Attorney, Cuarres 0'Coxon,
Esq., presided, and he prefaced the reading of the regu-
lar toasts by delivering a very eloquent address In eulo-
gy, first, of Montgomery, Lafayette, and others of foreign
birth who fought for American independence; and, se-
cond, of the numerous Irish patriots who. have struggled
ineffectually for the independence of Ireland.

The regular toasts were then drank with the usual
honors, as follows :

1. The President of the United States—The Monarch en-
forees by arbitrary power the homage of his subjevts ; the wis-
dom and virtae of cur Chief Ruler secure the regard of u free

eople.

P 2.P Tie Governor of the State of New York.

8. The Memory of Wunhington, Jefforson, and the Signere of
the Declaration of Independonce.

Joux McKeox, Esq. respouded to the third toast.

4. Our Guest, John Mitchell—11is services and sacrifices for
his country render his namo imperishable on the pages of
its history ; from the prison and the chains to which tyranny
consigned him we welecome him to freedom in America.

This ealled up Mr. Mirouecs. He began by express
ing in exalted terms the gratification he derived from
being' e0 warmly welcomed to America, and then pro-
ceeded to &etimate the value of his reception. He said
that with all the predisposition in the world to doubt and
underyalue and disparage popular demonstrutions in ge-
neral, he could not refuse to see in the public honors
heaped upon him a significant, a portentous fact.

“ He koew well, indeed, what the English press will
say, and will try to think of it. The Americans, they
will say, (for he knew their slang by heart,) love a little
excitement sud novelty. Mario and Grisi not having ar-
rived as expected, the merry public of New York conde-
scends to amuse itself in the mean time with the rantings
of an Irish rebel or two. Then there is the * Irish vote,’
ag it is called. Scheming politicisus, they will say, want
to make capital for Hard Shells or for the Soft, and so
they force themselves to enact a little Hibernian enthu-
siasm for one evening.

_ “Bat this explanation will not serve; though comfort-
able to the British mind, it i8 not true. There issomething
deeper ; for, in the first place, he was no orator that should
draw an audience, enchained through ijs ears, as the
queens of wnm do; neithergould he be of the small-
est service to Saells or to Soft. In political con-
chology he had no skill ; the mystery of Hunkers was
unknown to him, and what & Silver Grey may mean, alas,
he could not tell. He would suggest a solution of the
problem, which Jokn Bull may consider at leisure. The
explanation perhaps is, that Americans, much as they
relish a spicy religious eontroversy or an impassioned
political harangue ; much as they love dollars and elip-
per ships, love freedom and justice more. A rich awd
prosperous neighbor is liked well enough here as a cug-
tomer, but a baffled, beggared, outlawed votary of free-
dom is loved as a brother.”

Mr. Mitchell then anticipated that the monarchical
press of Europe would consider his gordial reception by
the Americans a breach of international comity. And in
this eonnexion he took occasion to censure Secretary
Marey, in o style which is calculated to alienate the
sympsathy of the American people. Remembering how
rapidly M. Kossuth's popularity diminished when he
undertook to dictate the policy of the American Govern-
ment, it does not seem probable that the disquisitions of
Mr. Mitchell will lead to a different result. The Ameri-
can people are wont to canvass the official conduct of
their own statesmen very freely, and will always give
hospitable receptions so political exiles from every coun-
try, but they are justly jealous of foreign interference.
We venture to say, therefore, that the following passages
of Mr. Mitchell's speech will be universally condemned ;

 International comity is a great matter; even some
American‘statesmen cultivate that branch of good man-
ners. I perceive that the Secretary of State ot Washing-
ton, in his last note to the Austrian Minister, actuated
certainly by the nicest sense of diplomatic courtesy, has
taken care to warn all adventurers snd seditious propa-
gandists that the United States will in no wise sanetion
or protect them if they engage in frandulent machina-
tions for disturbing the internsl quiet of other nations ;
and he further dec ‘that the United States will do
4s much as any of the European Powers to promote tran-
quillity.” In all this there seems to me, I confess, more
of comity toward the sceptred comspirators of Europe,
and less of generosity toward their exiled victims, than I
should have thought befitting in the manifesto of an Ame-
rioun Minister.” * bl * *

the State of California, and that we must receive an ample
donation from the public domain within that State to en-
able us to build our portion of the road. Itis well known
that Walker's Pass was my favorite route for the railroad, |
and that I so announced to the Senate on various oeca-
sions last winter; but when it was ascertained, from
scientific examination, that it was impracticable for a
railroad, and that there was another pass not far distant
fourtcen hundred feet lower than Walker's, and practi-
cable for s railroad, 1 abandoned the former and amn pre-
pared to adopt the latter, -

My object in introducing the bill is not to provide aid
for such roands as California so much needs, far from it,;
but a couple of trunk roads, to be so located by California
as to enable the Atlantic States to build  road to reach
San Francisco either by the way of Texas, New Mexico,
the South, or North Pass of the Rocky Mountains, as they
may decide,

With great respect, your obedient servant,

WM. M. GWIN.
S———————

STREET PREACHING.

It onnnot be disgnised that there is a feeling of reli-
gious suimosity growing up between the Catholics and
Protestants in this y. We consider it a matter of
regret; for, although there camnot be s union of senti-
ment between sects differing so widely, there should be
s Christian charity and absence of violence in whatever
of controversy may arise, The era of destruotive bigotry
we trust is never to be revived, It would be a greater
disgrace in this country, where toleration is so broad and
unbounded, than in any other part of the world. The

le, however, are as excitable as they were in the
period whon the Young Church rose upon and triumphed
over the old Pagan werld; and a little matter might
kindle a great fire. It behooves all, therefore, to be
peaceable and kind. The disturbancesat New York last
week came near osusing disastrous results ; but the wis-
dom and firmness of the citizens and authorities prevent-
it. We confess that we do not like denunciation, and
specially not ecclesiastical fulmination. The reign of
hrist is to be one of pence and good will among men,
When there is talk of assault and resistance it gives pain to
all who do not fancy the excitementand tumult into which
the bitterness of religfous opposition enters. We do not
believe there will be any religious riot at this day. Com-
mon sense hias too great a majority to admit that.

[ Rochester Democrat.

|

CosrioNtial Lurrers.—In the case of Joseph Jasigi
agninst James Brown, recently tried at Boston in the
United States Cirenit Court, the plaintiffs sought to re-
cover damnges for alleged fraudulent representations
made to them by the deferidant in reference to the stand-
ing und eredit of some business firms in Connectiout.
The representations were made in a letter to a Mr. Cur-
tis, marked * confidentinl,” and shown to the plaintiffs
at their wolicitation. Judge Srracur ruled that, ns the
letter upon the face of it was o confiddntial letter, the re-
oeiver had no authority to exhibit it or state its contents
to any other person without the nuthority or consent of
the defendant, and that all the evidence which the plain-
tiffs had introduced or offered would nut warrant s jury in
finding that the defendant had ever given such authority
ornssent. The plaintiffs excepted to these rulings, and
propose to carry the case to the Supreme Court at Wash-
ington,

Gov. Youxo, of Utah, orders men, women, and ohild-
ren to go into the field to harvest their grain armed with
butcher-knives and fire-arma, He says that almost cvery
fo:id rifie in the Territorge has been traded away to the

ndin

A River Frowing Usoer A Crrv.—The Newark (N. J.)
Advertiser states that some persons who were engaged in
grading the streets of that city on Saturday Iast, while
working at the cormer of Nesbitt street, came upon a
Iarge hole, about twenty feet deep, two feet wide at
the mouth, and seven at the bottom, A strenm of water,
five feet deep, running in a southeast direction, was found
at the bottom. The discovery has excited considerable
curiogity in the viginity.

“ Mr. Becretary Marcy says that the United States
Government will do as much as any of the European na-
tions to maintsin tranquillity; and he shows Eis good
feeling and courtesy towards the crowned heads by term-
ing their fugitive enemies adventurers and seditious pro-
pagandists. 1 would that I could know whether this See-
retary does truly herein represent the sentiment of the
nation. Has America indeed ng deep an interest in the
tranquillity of Ireland, and Hungary, and Germany, un-
der their several Emperors, and Kings, and Grand Dukes,
s those Emperors, and Kings, and Grand Dukes them-
selves? And if America hasa mind to engage in this
contest of politeness, where will she stop? Will you
place detectives to watch our houses and to dog our mo-
tions ! ¢ America will do as much.’ Will your Postmas-
ter General (forgive me for imagining the bare possibility
ofit) soften the seals of our letter, and imitate the im-
pression, and copy the contents ! Shall we never take a
letter from the postman without carefully examining to see

whether any comity has been practiced upon our sealing
wax 1" - »* - - * *

* Citizens of New York, I thank you; and I have re-
paid your kinkness at least with candor. No Becretary
or man shall charge me with fraud. 1 am a professed
revolutionist now, an adventurer, o seditious propagan-
dist. T mean to make use of the freedom tied to
me as & citizen or inchoate citizen of Ameriea to help
and to stimulate the movement of European Democracy,
and especially of Irish independence. 1 mean to claim
for the revolutionary refugees here not only the hospitali-
ty and the comity of Ameriea, but also her Kmpnﬂ:y and
active friendship; nay, I claim for them that America
shall be to them the very standing ground prayed for b
Archimedes, whereon they may plant o lever that shall
move the world.”

We have not room to-day to comment on this speech ns
it deserves. But comment is scarcely necessary. We
are much mistaken if every American citizen, native or
naturalized, Whig or Democrat, who reads these pas-
sages from Mr. Mitchell's speech, does not feel indignant
that such an unjust attack should be made upon an offi-
cer of the American Government by s man who at the
moment he uttered it was enjoying American hospitality.
At the close of Mr. Mitchell's address, Mr. O'Conor read
letters from Postmaster General Campbell; Senators
Cass, Shields, Seward, and Figh; Msjor General Soott;
Bishop Wainwright; Arehbishop Hoghes; and Mr. Thos.
O’'Conner, acknowledging the receipt of invitations to the
dinner, and giving various rensons for non-attendanco,

The New York Evening Post, in noticing the above
festival, and especially the speech of Mr. Mitchell,
makes the following comments, which, s coming
from a pen of an intelligent citizen, will be read
with interest :

“ Mr. MircneLs, it is evident, is a ripe and nocomplish-
ed scholar as well .as an earnest patriot. His allusions
to the distinguished exiles now wandering over the world
was full of a touching poetry and pathos. **In the
swamps of Cayenne,” he exclaimed, “ they tend the sugar-
‘ eane, or they are hoeing corn on the penal farms of Al-
‘ gerin.  Bomewhere in Ohio wanders, and feeds his hogs,
‘ the German Uhland, (which we much doubt, by the
“wny.) Oh, heaven! Apollo is once more among the
¢ herdsmen of Admetus, and the herdsmen know not that
“itis the sun-god. On some tropioal palm-tree hangs
‘ now the silent harp of Ferdinand Freiligrath ; in silence
‘he devours his heart, and song comes to him never,
‘never more. These two men were members of the
* Frankfort Convention ; their tri-color is trampled down,
‘ and by the rivera of Babylon they sit and weep. Gari-
* baldi moulds candles, or curries hides, or commands s
‘ trading brig. Pacing the forest paths of Van Dieman's
* Land, listening to the murmuring Derwent, or stadying
‘ with the zeal of an under-graduate, 1 see the statoly
“ ' Brien.” f

The nllusion, however, to Mr. Marcy, s bhaving tran.

hundred, includ. | 22

was not in such good taste. It was bold, certaluly, sven
to impertinence, but scarcely just to the entire tone sad
spirit of that celebrated document, which, more than any
thing that has been written for years, has subserved the
cause of republicanism in Europe. As one of the Euro-
pean republicsns, as an exile in whose interests that

was written, as an inchoate Ameriean citizen whose
righte it establishes by such impregnable logio, Mr.

Mitchell should have expressed his gratitude to Secretary
Marcy for the position he had so boldly taken sud so
vigorously supported, instead of indulging in ridicule and
sneers at his expense. Ile should not have coupled Mr.
Marcy’s sttempt to guard sgainst a perversion of his
dootrine of , 88 assorted in the Kossta case,
with the act of Louis Nospoleon in ordering Kossuth to
keep off of French soil, nor have brdnded it as & *“ comity
towards the sceptred conspirators of Europe.” We con-
fess, when we heard the passage, it struck us us something

worse than bad taste—as—but we will not characterize it
08 it deserves.

What is Mr, Marcy's offence ! After announcing the
doctrine that the United States would protect all who
were * clothed with its nationality,” whether native, na-
turalized, or semi-naturalized citizens, ke adds, as he
wae bound to add by the necessities of Lis argument, by
the truth and law of his case, that there was nothing in

this doetrine to excite an apprehension that the privilege
of American citizenship would be made use of by politi-

oal ugitators for fraudulent purposes. * It does not,” he
says, ¥ extend the shield of its protection over adventor-

ers or seditious propsgandists who may go from this to
other countries to engage in enterprises des s
fere with their political inltiluﬁ?;.l or diutifl:gd :I':egtg.
ternal quiet.” Yet this obvious qualifiention, this wise
preeaution; Mr. Mitchell is pleased to describe as g, Epe~
cies of homage to the tyrants of the Old World,

Would he have had Mr. Maroy say that the United
States were willing to take up the canse of all men who
should choose to a quarrel with their Governmen
and fly hither to declare an intention to become citizens *
Why, that position would have involved us in less than
six months in & war with all the nations of Euro
:ir Ads_,ﬂton !hilt wo?mkh;n made the pretence

can citizenship a cloak for all kinds of tf ssonabl y
xd‘igouﬁa;ﬁm “?ll:imkm the force of ours e 4
really great and deserving cases of national revolt.
Mr. Mitchell must revise his opinions of international law,
or be more careful in his expression of them. The'utmost
that Kossuth asked of us was tame compared with this
monstrous proposition that we should make ourselves
the nursing-mothers of all the impracticable dreamers of
the universe. ‘

THE KOSZTA CASE.

It will be seen from the following extract from a
London letter of the 2d instant, to the editor of
the New York Courier, that Secretary MARcY’s ex-
position of the Koszta case has given trouble to
Mr. Bucnanay, by eneuum(f'mg foreigners abroad
who have been in the United States, and have giv-
en notice of ther intention to become American
citizens, to apply for passports. He finds it diffi-
cult when they come armed with the Secretary’s
letter to convince them that the mere notice of an
intention to renounce their allegiance to the Gov-
ernment of their native country apd to become a
citizen of the United States docs not give them the
slightest right to the privilege of a citizen when in
this country, in distinction from' those which they
share in common with every foreigner resident here,
or any claim ‘whatever to a passport if they go
abroad. Koszta's case rests solely on the ground
of the protection which had been assured frl;.l by
an American censul in Turkey, and not l‘:’.Hmn any
right acquired, under the laws of the United States,
by virtue of his declared intention to become a citi-
zen.— Boston Daily Advertiser,

¢ The publication of Mr. Marcy's Kossta paper has
given the American Legation in London some trouble,
and pliced both the Minister and the Becretary in a dis-

position. Many continental political refugees,

now in England, understand the Secretary of State to
sny that the United States recognise all political refugees
us American citizens, whether they have been in the
United States and declared their intentions to become
cA:iu-ie:: eiﬁun‘: or'not; and on t.:i:iatrnge notion they

at the Legation for passports merican protec-
tions to enable them to'visit the Continent, many of them
being anxious to engage in the prescnt war. Some who
have been in the United States and have their declara-
tions call on the same errand ; and, as there is no order
ot the Legation authorizing the granting of passports to
such, they are pollu‘l{ refused the favor. At this they
grow ::?;lgnnt. and in some cases ubusi:;.
no su ty to grant your request,’ says the Secretary,
‘but, en the contrary, we hayve positive orders from the
State Department not to grant passports to any who are
not citizens either by birth or the required residencel’
‘Then your Government s inconsistent, for Mr,
Marcy clearly says the declaration to become a citizen
entitles the declarer to the protection of the Government;
and that being the case you are bound to tsuch per-
sons passports ; and if you do net, and thus act by order
of the State Department, then Mr. Marcy's Koseta letter
did not express the policy of the Government, and was
intended to deceive.' ”

Rexrrrine Moxey sy Mam.—In a case recently tried
before the United States Circuit Court at Richmond,
Chief Justice Taxxy presiding, the question arose whe-
ther money remitted by mail to a creditor, such money
being lost before it renched its destination, was a release
of the debtor from obligations of the debt? The Chief
Justice decided that the plaintiff having requested his
debtor to remit the money, without specifying or direct~
ing how it was to be sent, and the defendant having som-
plied with the request by romitting through the mail, ss
was the custom of others to do, the debtor would not be
held liable to make good the loss. The decision is i
confliet with other cases involving the same principle, the
Chief Justice holding that the former decisions were not
correet.

A bill is before the Georgla Legislature prohibiti
slave ochildren under five years of age from being sol
separately from the mother, and also to prevent as far ss
possible the separation of families,

Vinomwia Leetstarorr —A bill has passed the Senate
authorizing the board of the literary fund to purchase
from the faculty of the college of physicians of the,Valley,
at Winchester, a lot in the town of Winchester, and col-
lege building thereon, and providing for the medical edu-
cation of indigent young men at said college. The hill
proposes to educate fifteen young men in lieu of the in-
terest on the loan of $5,000.

Trousuks 18 Perv.—Capt. James 1. Haughton, of
ship Memnen, writes to the Nantucket Inquirer, under
date Paita, November 1, stating that a party of twenty-
five men, whose leader had made himself offensive to the
Peruvian Government by publishing certain facts in Lima
newspupers, seught the protection of the U. 8. consul, 8.
J. Oaxrorn, Esq., at Tombes, which was granted. The
National Guard surrounded the house and fired into it,
killing one mam, ‘wounding two others, and endangering
the lives of the Consul and family. The refugees were
forgibly earried away and the consul threatened with
arrest. Capt. H ton eays similar outrages are of
frequent occurrence, and recommends that an American
man-of-war be dispatched to that vicinity.

Vaxcouven's Istaxp.—A few days sgo we recorded
the arrival of a cargo of conl from Vancouver's Island, the
first coal brought to San Francisco from the North Pacifie.
We unders that other vessels are now engaged in
obtaining the same lading: and it is hoped that at no
distant day all onr coals will be obtained from that island
or of Oregon. Coal isabundant in Oregon, but it is not
ns easy of nocess as that in Vancouver's Island.

This island is destined to beoome a point of great im-
portance for San Franciseo. It is about 50 miles wide
by 400 long, and distant north from this city about 900
miles, The soil is fertile and well watered; timber is
abundant, coal plenty and nocessible, the climate healthy,
and there are several good harbors, and well situated
commerce. The population of the island is about 600,
of whom one-third are connected with the liudson's Bay
Company. The island will soon rise in importance,
thongh it wonld undoubtedly hase been settled and im-
proved in much less time if it had been the pro; of
the United States. It will be the main point for British
commerce in the North Pasific.—Alta California.

Fran Currune,—It appenrs from a report published in
France that at the piscatory establishment st Huningen
on the Rhine, there have been deposited about two hun-
dred thousand eggs of the Rhine salmon and of the large
trout of the Swiss lakes, all of whioh are now duly fecun~
dated ; and that the new has been found equally
suocessful with about one hundred thousand eggs of the
same desoription which were deposited some time since
at the of Franee. Considerable money has been
approprinted Iately for distributing these last throughout
the departments of France; so- that in a fow yenars this
branch of Iture will probably be oarried to such

scended a proper diplomatic courtesy in his Koszta letter,

erfection that famine will take its place among modern
rmpvsilbmtlu.
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